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Overview 

The following report analysis is conducted on the pros and cons of 
legalizing recreational and medical marijuana. The factors analyzed include: 

e Health and Safety 

e Financial 

e Regulation and Crime 

In this analysis, there will be a variety of resources used to present 
information related to the topic. All resources have been carefully selected 
to represent viable information from respected research groups, 
government agencies, and other reputable institutions. All the research 
findings on the topic remain unbiased and factual to the data. The research 
presented reflects current information and data on the effects of marijuana 
on different sectors. 

Findings 
I. Health and Safety 
The information presented reflects data and facts analyzed and shared 
by the nation’s health protection agency and other institutions that have 
conducted studies on the impact of marijuana on health and safety. 
According to the CDC (2021), marijuana has many health effects that may 
impair brain and body functions, and 10% of the people who use marijuana 
develop a likelihood of becoming addicted. In addition, 3 out of 10 people 
who use marijuana experience a marijuana use disorder such as addiction 
(CDC, 2021). The risk increases for users who begin consuming marijuana 
during their youth or adolescence. The use of marijuana before the age of 
18 affects brain development in areas such as attention, memory, and 
learning (CDC, 2021). Marijuana is also linked to increased blood pressure 
which increases the risks of strokes, heart disease, and other cardiovascular 
diseases. 
According to the NSDH (2020), 49.6 million people in America 

consume marijuana, the highest among young adults between 18-25. The 


reported use of synthetic marijuana (fake week) in 2020 for people 12 years 


and older was 32.8 million (NSDH, 2020). Jayawardhana and Fernandez 
(2021) state that the use of medical marijuana is related to an increased 
risk of opioid prescription misuse, which increases health care use. 
Recreational marijuana was also associated with a 16-17% increase in 
opioid-related hospitalizations resulting in health risks (Jayawardhana & 
Fernandez, 2021). Leb et al. (2018) also state that long-term use of 
cannabis contributes to impaired airway functions, leading to airflow 
obstruction among marijuana smokers. Safety factors of marijuana include 
delayed reaction time and ability to make decisions, impaired coordination, 
and distorted perception (CDC, 2021). Roehler et al. (2022) state that 
cannabis-associated emergency department visits have increased due to the 
availability of cannabis products, increased use, and diverse availability of 
cannabis products. As more states legalize, tailored interventions are 
necessary to prevent emergency hospital visits (Roheler, 2020). 
II. Financial 

According to the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) (2021), state- 
permitted marijuana grew from less than $1 billion in 2010 to more than 
$10 billion in 2019. The data reflects a small market sector, including states 
with legalized medical and recreational marijuana. However, the largest 
market is still unpermitted marijuana (BEA, 2021). Market research (2020) 
states that 64% of the significant cannabis market comes from vaporizable 
products. In 2019 alone, retail sales of cannabis products were $14.4 billion 
and projected to rise by 18% to over $33 billion in 2024. The total cost for 
the legal production of cannabis is expected to be about $28.5 billion in 
2023 (Market Research, 2020). Marijuana production is expected to have an 
annual growth of 12% and reach 28 million pounds in 2023 (Market 
Research, 2020). Recreational marijuana is expected to total $27.5 billion in 
2023, with an annual growth of 3.3%, while medical marijuana is expected 
to grow at a yearly rate of more than 15% at approximately $107 billion 
(Market Research, 2020). The information provided displays an overview of 


the market environment for marijuana. The data includes previous and 
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upcoming figures, which provides a layout of the growth patterns that the 
industry has experienced over the past ten years. 
III. Regulation and Crime 

States that have decriminalized marijuana have reported increased 
accidents involving marijuana (NCJRS, 2019). In addition, states that 
decriminalized marijuana is associated with a broader range of crimes, 
including burglary, theft, and armed robbery (NCJR, 2019). Maier et al. 
(2017) report that legalization and decriminalization of marijuana do not 
correlate with drug use and crime bases. According to Maier et al. (2017), 
offenders who commit violent and property crimes begin engaging in illegal 
acts at least two years before experimenting with drugs. According to Lu et 
al. (2020), the vulnerability of cannabis businesses may cause incentives 
crimes such as burglary and robbery due to their cash-based quickly sold 
consumed merchandise. However, cannabis users are not prone to commit 
general crimes and may be less likely to violate the law for drug possession 
or consumption if legalized (Lu et al., 2020). According to the U.S. 
Department of Justice (2020), 64.4% of sentenced jail inmates consumed 
marijuana regularly, and 78.1% have ever used it. The reports indicate that 
it was the most reported drug type from 2007 to 2009. Currently, 18 states 
and two territories have enacted measures to regulate cannabis for non- 
medical use, and 37 states have regulated cannabis for medical use (NCSL, 
2022). The information presented reflects data from government agencies 
and other respected institutions with unique research evaluations on the 
impact of marijuana legalization on crime. Although all data has been peer- 
reviewed and is based on research from states who have legalized 
marijuana, this information foreshadows the effects of legalizing 
recreational and medical marijuana. 

Conclusion 

The consumption of marijuana continues to grow, and so does its 

impact on different sectors. Marijuana as a financial industry is increasing 


exponentially. The data reflects steady yearly growth in both medical and 


recreational marijuana. As it remains illegal in some states, there is still 
much to learn about the marijuana industry and its financial reach. 
Marijuana legalization is causing increased health risks and higher use of 
doctor and hospital resources due to the increase in health and safety risks 
caused by drug impairments. As consumption increases overall, so does its 
use among younger people, who may be at risk of brain development issues. 
Regulation of marijuana remains different among all states and therefore 
presents unclear data on how it may genuinely affect crime. Some reports 
claim that states that have legalized marijuana have seen spikes in crime, 
while other research shows that crimes are often unrelated to drug use. 
Overall, the information presented reflected a comprehensive review of the 


effects of marijuana as shared by experts and reliable sources. 
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